Animal health TIMELINE
1985 A preventative Foot and Mouth disease vaccine for animals
is developed in conjunction with the United States Department of
Agriculture. The U.S. government is provided with large supplies of the
vaccine in case of a potential outbreak.

Congress passes the Virus-Serum-Toxin Act in 1913
to protect farmers from “snake oil” sales, ushering
in the modern era of government-approved animal
medicines. Hog cholera serum is among the first
government-approved animal health products. Hog
cholera, like many other early animal diseases, has
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2008 The first in a class of pre-harvest vaccines is created to reduce the
amount of E. coli 0157:H7 in cattle that will ultimately decrease human
exposure to this deadly foodborne pathogen.
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1980 Safer and more effective
medicines that kill internal
parasites in livestock and pets
are developed. Better control of
parasites such as roundworms
and tapeworms improve the
lives of pets. The availability of
medicines that control a wide

2006 Animal health

range of livestock parasites
contribute to animal welfare.

scientists create a West

1990 Major developments are

Nile virus vaccine for

made in the control of external
parasites, such as fleas and
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result in improved cancer treatment for all.
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